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CARES Act Litigation Update – Injunction Pending Appeal
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On June 26, 2020, the D.C. District Court ruled that Alaska Native Corporations (ANCs)
were eligible to receive CARES Act funding. On June 29, 2020, the Plaintiff Tribes filed a
Motion to for Injunction Pending Appeal to prevent the Treasury from distributing any
CARES Act funds to ANCS. On July 7, 2020, the court granted the injunction with the
following conditions: (1) the tribes’ appeal is filed by July 14, 2020 and (2) the injunction
is in place until September 15, 2020 unless it is extended by the parties or court. All
documents relating to the injunction can be found at: https://turtletalk.blog/2020/07/08/caresact-fund-distribution-to-ancs-stayed-pending-appeal/.
Bureau of Indian Education Consultation re School Reopening Plan
The Bureau of Indian Education will be holding tribal consultation sessions for tribal
leaders and their designees on July 9, 2020 at 12:00 – 2:00 PM (PST), for general public
on July 10, 2020 12:00 – 2:00 PM (PST), and regarding Off-Reservation boarding schools
for July 14, 2020 12:00 – 2:00 PM (PST). The BIE reopening plan can be found at:
https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/asia/opa/pdf/BIE%20School%20Reopening%20Plan%207.2.2020_ASIA%20revised_508.pdf
For register for a session, please see NCAI’s page at: http://www.ncai.org/Covid19/administrative/administrative-overview.

Written comments are due July 25, 2020 by 8:59 PM (PST) to consultation@bia.gov.
Treasury’s Memo Regarding Reporting and Record Retention
On July 2, 2020, the Department of Treasury released the memo for CARES Act funding recipients regarding reporting
requirements and record retention requirements. According to the memo, prime recipients must report their costs incurred for
March 1 through June 30, 2020 NO LATER THAN July 17, 2020 to CARES@oig.treas.gov. Additionally, each prime
recipient must report through the GrantSolutions portal on a quarterly basis. For future quarterly reporting, recipients must
identify three individuals to input quarterly data: 2 designees and 1 authorized official to certify the reported information is
true, accurate, and complete. The names, titles, email addresses, phone numbers, and postal address of these individuals must
be submitted to Treasury at CARES@oig.treas.gov by July 17, 2020. The memo also details that records must be retained for
five (5) years after final payment is made using the CARES Act funds. The memo can be found at:
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
Treasury’s Updated Coronavirus Relief Fund FAQ
On July 8, 2020, the Treasury updated their FAQs to include the following:
May Fund payments be used to cover increased administrative leave costs of public employees who could not telework in
the event of a stay at home order or a case of COVID-19 in the workplace?
The statute requires that payments be used only to cover costs that were not accounted for in the budget most recently
approved as of March 27, 2020. As stated in the Guidance, a cost meets this requirement if either (a) the cost cannot lawfully
be funded using a line item, allotment, or allocation within that budget or (b) the cost is for a substantially different use from
any expected use of funds in such a line item, allotment, or allocation. If the cost of an employee was allocated to
administrative leave to a greater extent than was expected, the cost of such administrative leave may be covered using
payments from the Fund.
Link to updated FAQ: https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf.
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US Commission on Civil Rights – Public Briefing on July 17 and Call for Comments
In 2018, the Commission issued a 300-page report titled, Broken Promises: Continuing Federal Funding for Shortfall for
Native Americans, which addressed the inadequacy of federal funding for Native American programs despite the
government’s federal trust responsibility. On July 17, 2020, the Commission will host a virtual public briefing to evaluate the
impacts of COVID-19 on Native Americans. The Commission will hear testimony regarding healthcare, housing, and
infrastructure components and whether the federal government is meeting is obligation to Native American during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The event will livestream on July 17, 2020 at 7:00 A.M. (PST) at: https://www.youtube.com/user/USCCR/videos.
The Commission is seeking public comments for their report. Submit comments by July 24, 2020 to
BrokenPromises@usccr.gov.
More information about the public comments requested or the public briefing can be found at:
https://www.usccr.gov/files/2020-07-08-Sunshine-Act-Meeting-Notice.pdf.
The 2018 Report can be found at: https://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/12-20-Broken-Promises.pdf.
How Can CILS Help?
CARES Act – CILS staff can assist tribes in interpreting new guidance issued by Treasury relating to reporting and record
keeping requirements.
Grants (see below) - CILS staff can discuss whether the tribe is eligible for a grant and in preparing documentation.
For assistance contact the CILS office closest to your tribal location at:
Escondido Office
(760) 746-8941

Bishop Office
Eureka Office
(760) 873-3581
(707) 443-8397

Sacramento Office
(916) 978-0960

TRIBAL FUNDING RESOURCES
IHS Tribal Management Grant Funding Opportunity. This competitive capacity building grant is available to federally
recognized tribes and tribal organization with the purpose of developing infrastructure and analyzing current programs to improve
management and organization systems. More information can be found at:
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/23/2020-13470/office-of-direct-service-and-contracting-tribes-tribalmanagement-grant-program.
DEADLINE August 24, 2020.
Don’t forget…
FCC – COVID-19 Telehealth Program. Provides eligible health care programs support in purchasing telecommunications,
information services, and connected devices necessary to provide telehealth services to patients in response to COVID-19. More
information can be found at: https://www.fcc.gov/covid-19-telehealth-program.
There is currently no deadline.
USDA – The CARES Act Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program. Focuses on helping rural communities use
telecommunications to connect teachers and medical service providers. For more information see:
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants.
DEADLINE July 13, 2020.
Administration for Community Living (ACL) – The CARES Act: Support Older Adults with People of Disabilities in the
Community During COVID-19 Emergency. Grant will fund home-delivered meals, care services in the home, respite care and other
support to families and caregivers, and more. For more information: https://acl.gov/news-and-events/announcements/supportingcommunity-living-during-covid-19-cares-act-and-civil.
There is no deadline.
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TRIBAL COVID-19 RESOURCES
For updates on COVID-19 and Resources for Tribal Communities see the following links:

State of California:
A one-stop page collecting information
related to COVID-19 can be located at:
https://covid19.ca.gov/.

CDSS Tribal Affairs: COVID-19 resources for
California tribal communities:
https://cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/cdssprograms/tribal-affairs/tribal-affairs-covid-19.

Federal Resources:
A one-stop page for Federal
COVID-19 information:

Indian Health Service:

Health and Human Services:

https://www.ihs.gov/coronavirus/.

https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/
index.html.

https://www.coronavirus.gov/.

Centers for Disease Control: Providing information
on how to protect yourself and what to do if you are
sick. Also contains the most update-to-date
information on the virus and medical news related to
the virus: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Preparedness and Response:
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/events/COVID19/Pa
ges/default.aspx.

nCoV/index.html.

Bureau of Indian Affairs: Includes
resources for tribal governments when
responding to COVID-19:
https://www.bia.gov/coronavirus.

Treasury: For more information on CARES
Act funding and distributions.
https://home.treasury.gov/policyissues/cares/state-and-local-governments.

Tribal Specific Webpages with Daily Updates
NCAI: http://www.ncai.org/covid-19.
NIWRC:
https://www.niwrc.org/news/resourcesresponse-coronavirus-covid-19.
NIHB: https://www.nihb.org/covid-19/

TPLI: https://www.home.tlpi.org/covid-19.
NICWA: https://www.nicwa.org/coronavirus/
Turtletalk: https://turtletalk.blog/covid-19-tribaldocuments/ and https://turtletalk.blog/tag/covid-19/.

NAFOA: https://nafoa.org/coronavirus?utm_source=Nafoa+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=09967d5081newsletter-33020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dcdb537bb2-09967d5081-58514507.

