


CALIFORNIA INDIAN LEGAL SERVICES

A Message from our Executive Director

October 1, 2011 

Dear Friends of CILS: 

As CILS prepares for our 45th anniversary, we reflect on this last year with great pride and promise in the work 
we do for our California Indian communities.  CILS’ long and impressive history could not be possible without 
the support and dedication of so many wonderful and dedicated tribal and community supporters. 

This year’s report is sure to impress upon you the vast array and quantity of services 
that CILS provides to Indian individuals, tribal governments, organizations, and non-
tribal entities.  CILS strives to not only provide exceptional direct representation of 
individuals and tribes, but also key community education and advocacy regarding law 
and policy that affect American Indians.   

This year CILS is especially proud of the vital work we have accomplished in the 
development of tribal justice systems across the state; from fighting for federal dollars 
for tribal law enforcement in California to bringing together dozens of experts at our 
annual tribal courts conference, CILS has prioritized the safety and betterment of tribal 
communities.   

CILS has also successfully advocated under the recently enacted Tribal Customary Adoption (TCA) law to 
bring together a young Native child and her family.  We successfully advocated for religious freedom by 
securing approval for a Native American group to hold a Solstice Powwow celebration in a California state 
prison that had many years been denied, despite other religious groups being allowed similar events.  CILS 
also commented on important regulations affecting taxation of Native American’s and tribes by encouraging the 
State Board of Equalization to recognize the inherent right of tribes to not be taxed on their off reservation 
headquarters in certain circumstances, an example of the unique history of California tribes, rancherias and 
bands.

We sincerely thank our funders, large and small, that made these accomplishments possible.  Support of CILS 
is not only for individuals, it is for the protection and continued existence of our collective tribal communities.  
Please enjoy our annual report and make a donation to CILS today to show your support for California Indians. 

     Sincerely, 

     CALIFORNIA INDIAN LEGAL SERVICES 

     Devon Lee Lomayesva 
     Executive Director 



October 2011 

Dear Friends and Supporters of CILS, 

Do you recall the first time you met a lawyer or needed 
one?  My first experience was prime time television 
lawyer Perry Mason, then Bob Pelycnger, with his wild 
hair, speaking to us at a General Council meeting 
about water rights. In each instance Perry and Bob 
were going “to make it right”. Today we know life can 
be far more complex than we want both in our personal 
lives and in our tribal communities.  Simply put, making 
it right is not always that easy. 

Now, after forty-five years CILS staff, administrators and lawyers are more 
committed than ever to finding the means, the skills, and the heart to make it
right in our homes, our tribes, and our lives. CILS is committed to litigation 
when needed, to being first on the line for tribal concerns at the state and 
national level; Tribal Customary Adoption training, lay advocate training, and 
workshops on the American Indian Probate Reform Act are but a few 
examples. 

The CILS board has made it right with its election of Rachel A. Joseph, a 
Lone Pine Paiute Shoshone Tribal member as the new Chairwoman. Rachel 
has a dossier that boggles the mind: lobbyist, advocate at the California 
capitol, interim Executive Director of the National Congress of American 
Indians, committee chair to secure equitable funding for Indian health service 
dollars for California, Chairwoman of her own tribe, and the list goes on.  The 
Board anticipates some exciting activities with Rachel’s guidance. 

Times may be tough but with enough heart, hard work, historical legacy, and 
humanity, we can continue to make it right! 

Sincerely, 

Patricia A. Dixon 
Outgoing CILS Chairwoman  
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Advocating for Public Benefits
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Indian Child Welfare 
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2011 Tribal Courts Conferen
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