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[SAMPLE LETTER IN SUPPORT OF SB 678]
[insert date]

Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny

State Capitol, Room 2062

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:
SB 678

Dear Senator Ducheny:

[insert introductory paragraph(s) briefly describing your organization and the reason for its interest in Indian child welfare issues]
The [insert name of organization] voices its strong support for SB 678 as an important means of improving compliance by state courts and other state and local agencies with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).  
An April 2005 report by the United States Government Accountability Office surveyed 47 states, including California and the District of Columbia, and confirmed that, 27 years after the enactment of the ICWA, states continue to struggle with its implementation.  In California, the problem of noncompliance is due in part to the lack of a cohesive and uniform statutory framework for handling Indian child custody proceedings.  Certain proceedings under the Probate Code, the Family Code and the Welfare and Institutions Code trigger the application of the ICWA.  Yet these Codes vary widely in how they address Indian child custody proceedings and the extent to which they do so.  Furthermore, in areas where the ICWA’s requirements are less than clear, compliance is hindered by inconsistent appellate court decisions.

SB 678 remedies this situation by amending the Probate Code, the Family Code and the Welfare and Institutions Code to codify the various requirements of the ICWA and related federal regulations, and establishes policies and procedures consistent with the purposes of the ICWA.  Such amendments will help ensure that the goals of ICWA are met.  
The Legislature has demonstrated its commitment to ICWA compliance by enacting AB 65 in 1999, amending the Family Code and the Welfare and Institutions Code to affirm that the State of California has an interest in protecting Indian children, their tribal membership rights and connections to their tribal communities and that state courts must apply the ICWA in cases involving Indian children. The [insert name of agency] urges the Legislature to stand behind this commitment and vote to approve SB 678.
Sincerely,

[insert name]

[insert title]
