[SAMPLE]

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SB 678    

SUBJECT: 
SB 678, a Bill to Improve Compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act

WHEREAS,  

The [name of Tribe] is a federally recognized Indian Tribe exercising its powers of self-government through its [General Council/Tribal Council/other]; 




OR




The [name of organization] is [insert brief description of organization and its purpose];
WHEREAS,

The Indian Child Welfare Act, 25 U.S.C. § 1901 et seq. (ICWA), was enacted in 1978 to address alarmingly high rates of Indian children being removed from their families and adopted into non-Indian homes without consideration of the prevailing social and cultural standards of the children’s Tribes or the Indian children’s interest in establishing and maintaining a connection to their extended families, their Indian culture and their tribal communities; 

WHEREAS,

The ICWA was intended to protect the best interest of Indian children and to promote the stability and security of Indian Tribes and families by establishing minimum federal standards for the removal and placement of Indian children; 

WHEREAS,

many State courts and county child welfare agencies continue to violate express provisions of the ICWA and its spirit and intent; and

WHEREAS,

state legislation is need to improve compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act and protect the rights of Indian children, families and tribes.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the [Name of Tribe/Organization] supports SB 678, introduced on February 22, 2005.


CERTIFICATION

We, the undersigned officers of the [name of Tribe/Organization] do, hereby, certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the [General Council/Tribal Council/Board of Directors/other] by a vote of ___ in favor, ____ opposing, and ____ abstaining, at a duly called meeting on ______________, 2005 and such resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any way.
______________________


________________________

______________________


________________________

______________________


________________________
