
J. Sample Form: Transfer Order   

   ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name and Address): TELEPHONE NO:                         FOR COURT USE ONLY            

  

   ATTORNEY FOR (Name):

     SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF
           STREET ADDRESS:
           MAILING ADDRESS:    
      CITY AND ZIP CODE:    
      BRANCH NAME:

   CHILD’S NAME:    HEARING DATE AND TIME:

ORDER - TRANSFER TO TRIBAL COURT            CASE NUMBER:

Child’s name:
Date of birth: Age:
Mother’s name (if known):
Father’s name (if known):

1. a.  Date of hearing: Dept: Room
b.  Judicial officer:
c.  Parties and attorneys present:  

THE COURT FINDS AND ORDERS THAT:
2.  ì Notice has been given as required by law.
3.  ì The minor child involved in this proceeding is an “Indian child” as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act of

1978, 25 U.S.C. §1903 (4), in that the child is under eighteen years of age, and the child is a member of the
___________________________ Tribe or eligible for membership in the ________________________
Tribe and the child of _________________________ who is a member of the _______________________
Tribe.

4.  ì The _______________________ Tribe is an “Indian tribe” as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act of       

       1978, 25 U.S.C. §1903 (8), and this fact is entitled to judicial notice by virtue of publication in the Federal            

            Register, 65 Fed. Reg. 13298 (March 13, 2000).
5.  ì  The ____________________ Tribe is the “Indian child’s Tribe” as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act

of 1978, 25 U.S.C. §1903 (5), in that the child is a member of or eligible for membership in the said Tribe and
has the most significant contact with the said Tribe.

6.  ì This is a child custody proceeding as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978, 25 U.S.C. §1903 (1).
7.  ì The Indian child is ì a ward of a tribal court or ì resides or is domiciled on a reservation on which the Tribe

exercises exclusive Indian child custody and the child must be transferred to the jurisdiction of the Tribal
Court.
-or-

ì     The ì parent ì Indian custodian ì child’s Tribe petitioned for transfer of the proceedings to the jurisdiction
of the Tribe and good cause does not exist to deny transfer of this proceeding.

8.  ì This case is ordered transferred to the jurisdiction of the ________________________________ Tribal
Court, the Court with exclusive jurisdiction over the child pursuant to 25 U.S.C. §1911 (a), at (reservation name,
county, state):____________________________________________.
-or-

     ì Subject to declination by the Tribal Court, the petition for transfer is granted and this case is ordered

transferred to the jurisdiction of the ________________________________ Tribal Court at (reservation
name, county, state):_____________________________________________.



CHILD’S NAME:   Case Number: 

9.  ì The clerk is directed to send by certified mail, return receipt requested an endorsed filed copy of this order to
the designated Tribal Court with:

     ì notice that the case shall be transferred  as required by the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978, 25 U.S.C.
§1911 (a), §1922.

     -or-  
     ì notice that a petition for transfer has been granted.  Upon receipt of a tribal order accepting transfer of 

the case and assuming jurisdiction over the child, the state case shall be dismissed and, at the Tribe’s
request, the Superior Court’s file (or a copy thereof) shall be forwarded to the Tribal Court.  Failure to
submit a tribal order within 30 days shall be deemed a declination of jurisdiction.

10.  ì This matter is calendared for ___________________, 20____, to review the status of the transfer and either

confirm the transfer and dismiss the proceeding or to resume the proceeding in accordance with California
law.  

11.  ì Other:

Date:
_________________________________________

JUDICIAL OFFICER

CLERK’S CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I certify that I am not a party to this cause and that an endorsed filed copy of the foregoing order and notice as set
forth below, was mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the _________________________ Tribal Court
at the following address:

NOTICE TO TRIBAL COURT 

ìì     The Superior Court of _____________________ County, California, Juvenile Division, has
determined that the minor child, ________________________________, is properly subject
to the exclusive jurisdiction of your Court.  Accordingly, as required by the Indian Child
Welfare Act of 1978, 25 U.S.C. §1911 (a), §1922, the case shall be transferred to tribal
court.  Please take note that within 30 days, the file shall be forwarded to your court and the
state proceeding dismissed.     
     -or-  

ìì     The Superior Court of _____________________ County, California, Juvenile Division, has
granted a petition to transfer the Indian child custody proceeding involving the minor child,
________________________________, to your Court.  Upon receipt of a tribal order
accepting transfer of  the case and assuming jurisdiction over the child, the state case shall
be dismissed and, at the Tribe’s request, the Superior Court’s file (or a copy thereof) shall
be forwarded to the Tribal Court.  Failure to submit a tribal order within 30 days
shall be deemed a declination of jurisdiction.

Date: _________________________________
CLERK


