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TRIBAL ALERT!!

“Living Trusts Scams” Salespersons May Be Targeting Tribal Members !
November 2001

Tribes and their members should be aware of persons advertising “Living Trusts” who may in fact be
setting tribal members up for a scam.

! “LIVING TRUSTS” ARE N OT FOR EVERYONE!
Living Trusts are more and more frequently being sold through high pressure sales tactics.  Salespeople
prey on seniors’ and families fears that after their deaths, the life savings and assets of the decedent will
be “stolen” by the government, probate courts, and/or  attorneys.  Be wary of free “Seminars”, phone
calls, and door-to-door salespersons presented by non-attorneys insisting that Living Trusts “work for
everyone!”  For some a Living Trust might work, but for many it is a waste of their money.

! NEW “INDIAN GAMING MONEY” LIKELY TO ATTRACT “LIVING TRUST”               
   SCAMS ARTISTS!

Soon it will be come common knowledge that many California Tribes are receiving Non-Gaming
Revenue Sharing Trust Fund monies.  Be prepared for the “scam artists” to call or seek an invitation to
hold a “free seminar on estate planning or living trusts” to save tribal members thousands of dollars! Do
not be fooled by these callers or “free presentations.”

! BUYER BEWARE!   The best advices to tribal members is:
< NEVER GIVE PERSONAL and/or FINANCIAL INFORMATION to a stranger either at a

Living Trust seminar or over the telephone to a Living Trust representative.
< If you are interested in estate planning, GO TO A TRAINED AND QUALIFIED ELDER

LAW OR ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY FOR LEGAL ADVICE.
< NEVER SIGN A WRITTEN CONTRACT (EVEN IF THERE IS A DISCOUNT)

WITHOUT CONSULTING WITH AN ATTORNEY AND TAKING THE TIME TO READ
THE CONTRACT THOROUGHLY.

Remember, your property deserves to be protected - but not by “scam artists” selling “one size fits all
Living Trusts.”  These salespersons may falsely claim they are attorneys or “licensed estate planners”
(California does not license “estate planners”).

! CALIFORNIA ATTORNEY GE NERAL ACTIVELY INVE STIGATING “LIVING             
    TRUST” MILLS/COMPA NIES 

In April, 1997, the California Attorney General successfully prosecuted a group calling itself  “Alliance


