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woad Valley Li_ttle River Band of Pomo Indians
8950 RNATH / REDWOOD VALLEY, CALITORNIA I5ITO (TOT) 485-036 FAX (707) 485-5736
The Honorable Diarme Feinstein
Untited States Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
Via fax (u: (202) 228-4741; conf. ne. (202) 224-3§41

Dear Senator Feinstain,

The Redwood Valley Rancheris respectfully requests your support for S. 2484, the
American Indian Welfare Reform Act of 2002, which reauthnrizes and improves the
operation of tribal walfare-to wark programs that were authorized by the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportustity Reconciliation Act of 1996 [(PRWORA). Senator
Max Baucus introduced S. 2484 an May £, 2002, and it was referred to the Senate
Finance Committec for consideration, Semuwrs Tom Daschle and Tim Johnson are so-
sponsors of the bill and were most recently joined by Senators Jeff Bingaman, Naniel
imouye and Thad Cochran as co-sponsors.

The American Indian Welfarg Reform Act of 2002 is vitally important to the continued
suecess of welfare reform throughout Indien Country and #ts sutrormding commumnilics.
PRWORA provided for wibal administration of the Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) program and rplaced the former Tribal fob Opportunities and Boaic
£kills Trotning (JOBS) program with the Native Employment Works (NEW) PTOZYatt.

The Redwood Valley Runcheria does not administer {ts own TANF program or
participate in a consortivm TANF program hecanse PRWORA did not provide sufficient
funding to moke the administration of our own programs {essible. S. 2484 pddresses that
problem by providing Tribal Capaeity (rants aimed at improving iribal administrative
capacity and information mansgement systems as well as providing additional funding to
the U.S. Department of Health and Suciud Services for technical assistance to tribes. Cur
members currensly receive services through the Mendocine County Tlept of Social
Services TANF program.

Recognizing that stetes will contimie ta serve Individual Indians, §. 2484 provides for
tribal consultation on state TANT plans in order to enstis equituble access.

Tribes and the Siate of California have deveioped excellent working relationships with
rexpect o tribal administration of TANF programs. Califoria has been the most
suppartive state of tribel TANF, providing technical assistance and financial
contributions te tribal TANF programs. S. 2484 provides incontives to speowrage other
srates to follow California’s lead and also provides additional funds {o states such as gy
California that already support tribal TANF. YL X
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On Lhe Redwood Valley Runcheriy, the uwempioyment rate is very high and in
Mendocino County employment opportunity is linited more monies and more training is
neaded for TANE precipitants. Studies have identified the lack of employment
opportunitics on or near reservations &y one of the obstacles preventing successtul job
training parricipants from moving from welfare to work. 8. 2484 alan provides for Tribal
Development Grants that will siimulate sconomic development throughout Indian
Country.

The Redwood Valley Rancheria acknowledges that 5. 2484 is vitally important wo the
continued success of welfare reform in Indian Conntry for several reasons. Firat, it
revugniass the positive changes thal tabal administration of the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) program has brought to Indian reservations of thase Tribes that
administer their own TANF, Scoond, 8. 2484 contains several important provisiona for
improving upon the successes of tribal administration of the TANF program in Indlan
Country by providing for economie development and job creation activities  Thixd, it
recopnizss the substantial barters Gral (ribal mebers face in moving from dependency
ta self-sufficiency.

With your suppaort, the provisions of S. 2434 can continue to be the catalyst for further
success in moving Indian people from dependency to self-mfficiency and aeonomic
security. The Tribe strongly sndures 3. 2484, and respocttully requests your support for
5. 2484, the Amertcan Indian Welfare Reform Act of 2002,

Sincarely,

Elizaheth Hanzsen, Tribgl Chairperson
Redwood Valley Rancheria




