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TRIBAL ALERT!!

California Consultations Schedled for Decenber 12, 2001
for BIA’s Proposed Rule on Ceritthites of Degreef Indian Blood

November 8, 2001

The Pacific Regional Office of the Bureau oflian Affairs has scheduled a tribal consultation
meeting on the Bureau’s proposed rule to govern the requirements and issu@etiicates of Degree
of Indian Blood (“CDIB”). CLS encourages tribal representatives to attend this consultation so that the
unique concerns of California Tribes are addressed in the development of Bieu@DI

The consultation will be owWednesday, December 12, 2001, at the Jackson Rancheria Hotel
& Conference Centerfrom 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. A block of rooms is being held until November 28,
2001 and reservations can be made at 1-800-822-9466.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs’ proposed rule establishes therdertation requirements and
standards for filing, processing, and issuing a Certificate of Bedradian Blood (“CDIB”). See65
FR 20775-20787 (@il 18, 2000). Theroposed rule s&forth the policie and standards thaill
allow the Bureau to issue, amend, or invalidate CDIBs. As explained in our Tribal Alert d9viay
2000, CILS’ analysis of this rule indicates that theeBu intends to use this rule as a means of limiting
access to fedarIndian prgrams and seites to onlylose Indians o possess the blood federally
recognized tribes where some degreendidn blood is either a stated or implied requirement of
program eligibility. In addition to demyg federal Indian benefits to members of unrecognized or
terminated tribg the proposed lrimay limit thesovereign autirity of federally-ecognized tribeto
make their own tbhial membership derminations byorcing tribesin their membersp determinations,
to distinguish Indian blood on the basis of whether or not it is from a tribe that is fedecaliyrized.
If tribes are required to recalculatwlian blood quanta of their members, the membership status of
numerous tribal indiduals and theilineal descends could be jeopdized. In thduture, this could
lead to decreased access by the tribe and its membedetal fiends and services. The proposed rule
is inconsistent withnpor Bureau paictice in Califonia and raises 8eus questions garding its
consistency with existing statutory authogtyerning eligibility for federahidian programs and
services.

If you have anyjuestions about this alert, please call Denise Douglas-Baird at (760) 746-8941,
Ext. 115, or Stephen Quesenberry at (510) 835-0284, Ext 305.



